AUGUST   16-SEPTEMBER   1,    1928

went alone to lunch at the Garrick, and saw James Douglas
and Chartres Biron together in the lounge, so I set violently
on Jimmy at once about his attack on Radcliffe Hall's sapphic
novel. Jimmy was very quiet and restrained but Biron defended
Jimmy with real heat ; so I went on attacking. I told Jimmy
to come in and lunch with me. He did. He said there was
an imp in me. We dined at home and then Dorothy worked
and I read. Bed early.

I got and began to read Freud's pamphlet about religion
and H. G. Wells's new book.

Saturday, August
Rehearsals at St. James's Theatre all day.   I walked to the
theatre, trying to think of my religious book,1 and failing.
We dined with Lionel Feilding (of the B.B.C.) to meet Thornton
Wilder, who came with his sister (a theatre enthusiast ' qualify-
ing ' in U.S.A. as a * director '). Andre Maurois and wife arrived
late. Edith Evans was to come, but didn't turn up at all.
Wilder, a nice modest dark young man, had to go ofi for 20
minutes to broadcast.
Wednesday, August zqth.
Walked to Garrick Club and lunch with Chartres Biron, Sutro,
and Jacobs. Jacobs very witty. Rehearsal (dress) at 2.30.
At 7.30 I dressed at the theatre (rehearsal still going on) and
dined at Piccadilly as guest of Hairy Preston and sat next
to Gene Tunney, the guest of honour. About thkty people.
He is agreeable to talk to. But dull at first. He made a good
speech, but too long.
Saturday, September ust.
I walked to the St. James's Theatre 2 but seeing a crowd still
in front, I walked round St. James's parish for a bit, and entered
the stage door at 11.27. * found Gerald du M. alone in his
dressing-room. He seemed fairly content, but not enthusiastic
at all, about the reception. Reception on the stage, champagne,
etc.
1 For the Bishop of Liverpool's Affirmation series, see p. 228.
2 This was the first night of " The Return Journey ".
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